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Saldana takes home the gold in Friday prelim
Joey Saldana certainly didn’t
lead the most laps on Friday
night in the second
preliminary feature of the 56th
Annual Gold Cup Race of
Champions at Silver Dollar
Speedway in Chico,
California, but he led the four
most important ones to score
the win over Jason Sides,
after tracking down the leader
late in the race in lapped
traffic.

Saldana dove under Sides on
the 27th lap to take the spot
and held off a furious charge
on the last lap to earn his
17th overall win of the 2009
World of Outlaws season. It
was his second win of the
season at Silver Dollar
Speedway and the fifth of his
career at the ¼-mile bullring.

“It was a great effort for this
team tonight, said Saldana.
“Jason (Sides) had a great
car and it was just lapped
traffic. I actually had the top
working there and thought
we’d be ok when we got to
Jason because that’s how I
got around Brent (Kaeding). It
seemed l ike everyone
running the bottom threw a
bunch of loose stuff up there
and I couldn’t run there
anymore. I had to then be
patient and wait for lapped
traffic. Then he started to
move and once he moved
that’s what won me the race.”

Sides jumped out to an early
lead from the pole, with the
first caution of the night flying
on the second lap. He used a
strong restart to quickly pull
away from Brent Kaeding
who was running second.
Saldana started fourth in the
Budweiser Maxim and took
third on the opening circuit
from Tommy Tarlton. 

Sides encountered lapped
traffic for the first time on the
fifth lap and began to pull
away at this point as Saldana
battled Kaeding for the
runner-up spot. Saldana
would take the position on the
11th lap and set his sights on
Sides. Saldana closed on the

leader a couple of times, but
Sides was able to clear the
lapped cars first and extend
his lead in open track. The
second caution of the night
flew on the 19th lap as
Kaeding was all over Saldana
for second. At this time, Sides
had some engine trouble
which would hamper him for
the remainder of the 30-
lapper.

“I was trying everything I

could,” stated Saldana of the
three restarts. “I thought the
top would be all right, but
there was so much crumbly
stuff up there that you spun
(the tires) on exit (of the
corner). I could stay with him
through the center, but it just
wasn’t going to happen. I
went back to the bottom and
just rode around and tried to
hang with him until we got to
lapped traffic.”

After the race went back
green on the 19th lap, the
only red flag of the night flew
for a four car accident,
leading to another restart.
Sides opened a couple of car
length lead on the ensuing
restart and with 10 laps had a
sizeable lead in open track.
With six laps remaining he
found himself in lapped traffic,
allowing Saldana to close

The list of drivers that have won the
Gold Cup Race of Champions over the
years is a venerable 'Who's Who' of sprint
car racing. Since the World of Outlaws
began sanctioning the race
in 1978, 17 different drivers
have added their name to
this illustrious list, with the
event being held at Silver
Dollar Speedway in Chico,
California each year since 1979, with 1978
being the final time the race was held at
West Capital Raceway in Sacramento. 
A total of five drivers currently competing
full-time with the World of Outlaws have
won the Gold Cup Race of Champions over
the last 31 years and their quest to add
another win to their resume in the biggest

sprint car race on the West Coast that will
wrap up on tonight, culminating with the
$50,000 to win 40-lap finale.

Jac Haudenschild is the
defending winner of the
Gold Cup Race of
Champion, taking the
checkered flag in the
prestigious event for the

the third time in his career last season. The
2009 inductee into the National Sprint Car
Hall of Fame won the Gold Cup for the first
time in 1998 and repeated the following
season. His victory last year was his first
since the winner's share of the purse was
upped to $50,000. In his career at Silver
Dollar Speedway, the native of Wooster,

Jac Haudenschild and Jason Meyers have both won their share of races at Silver Dollar Speedway.
Tonight they return for the $50,000 to win Gold Cup Race of Champions         -Steve Lamothe photo

See “winners” on page two

Several former winners among tonight’s roster
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back in. On the 25th lap Sides
was held up in lapped traffic
and Saldana looked high in
turns one and two for the lead.
On the next lap Saldana went
low in turns three and four and
shot under Sides to take the
point. Sides battled back and
came up just 0.221 short of the
win.

“My car was really loose,”
explained the winner. “We kept
freeing it up and actually in the
feature, I wish I could have
stopped and tightened my car
up and then I think we would
have been really good. Then I
could have run the top and it
wouldn’t have been an issue.
Tomorrow I guarantee we’ll
tighten it up a lot more for 40
laps. It’s $50,000 to win, not 5
so we’ll definitely have a better
car tomorrow.”

Sides ended up finishing
second, after driving the final
11 laps on just seven
cylinders. He paced the field
for the f irst 26 laps as he
chased his first career win at
Silver Dollar Speedway.

“We broke a rocker arm on the
second restart,” said Sides. “It
made it tough with how good
the track was and how wet the
track was it. It made the motor
bog down and stumble. Each
time we had a restart, you
could kind of run it how you
needed to be and keep it freed
up and the wheels spinning,

but when you got behind
lapped cars it just really
slowed down and chugged
out.”

Kaeding ended up third to
match his son Tim’s finish in
the opener of the Gold Cup on
Friday night. The elder
Kaeding ran second early in
the race and never was out of
the Top-Five. It was the
second consecutive year that
he finished third in the second
night of the Gold Cup aboard
the Al’s Roofing Supply
Maxim.

“It was a really good run,”
Kaeding said. “We had one
motor that had 14 nights on it
and now has 15. We weren’t
even going to come up here.
My boys just pushing me really
hard to come up here since we
ran good here last year. It’s fun
to be here and fun to run well.
It’s good to do well here at a
hometown track. We’re looking
forward to tomorrow night,
though it ’s already been a
success for us and all of the
guys that work so hard to
make this happen.”

Sides began the night by
turning the fastest lap in time
trials of the 41 cars that took to
the track. He followed that up
with a second place finish in
the first heat and coupled with
his runner-up finish in the main
event, he earned the most
overall points on the night and

the most of the 76 drivers that
took part in one of the
qualifying nights for the event.
Saldana earned the second
most points overall, with
Sammy Swindell third, Tim
Kaeding fourth and Jason
Meyers fifth. The latter three all
competed on Thursday night in
the opener of the Gold Cup.

“A few of them were tough to
get around, but most of them
get out of the way for me late
in the race,” shared Kaeding of
lapped traffic. “It was a little
struggle for the leaders and I
was hoping that maybe they
would have a l i t t le more
trouble and I would sneak in

there. I just wanted to come
home with a decent finish so
it’s good to be here in third.”

Lucas Wolfe finished fourth on
Friday night to earn the best
finish of his career at Silver
Dollar Speedway aboard the
Allebach Racing Maxim. 

Brad Furr came home fifth in
the Ray Sheets Electric Eagle
to earn his first Top-Five finish
with the World of Outlaws
since 2003. 

Ohio has won a total of seven times and has nearly 50 Top-10
finishes. Haudenschild will take part in the Friday qualifying night
of the event.

"We always look forward to the Gold Cup," Haudenschild said.
"They always have a good car count and the local guys always
run good there. It will be a tough one to win. It's nice to be
winning races and especially the ones that pay the big money like
the Gold Cup. Hopefully we can get it again."

Joey Saldana, who won earlier this season in the opener of the
Mini Gold Cup at Silver Dollar Speedway and currently leads the
World of Outlaws with 16 A-Feature wins, won the Gold Cup in
2007. The native of Brownsburg, Indiana has a total of four
career wins at the ¼-mile bullring. He too will take part in the
Friday qualifying portion of the three-day event.

"We've been lucky enough to win it once and it's a pretty
prestigious race for a sprint car driver and hopefully we can win it
again," said Saldana. "It should help some that we were there
earlier this year. Last year we struggled there and couldn't get a
handle on our car and the year before we were so good. We
definitely messed something up last year, but going back earlier
this year we got back on track. It was a good effort for our team
and we were fast both nights, we just got caught up in an
accident the second night. I'm really looking forward to the Gold
Cup."

Donny Schatz, the three-time and defending World of Outlaws
champion, won the Gold Cup in 2004. He also won on his
qualifying night that year which was his first career victory at
Silver Dollar Speedway. He heads into the Gold Cup this season
leading the World of Outlaws championship standings on the
strength of 12 A-Feature wins as he chases his fourth
consecutive title. Schatz will take part in the second night of
qualifying.

"I'm looking forward to it," stated Schatz. "It's one of those places
where we haven't been in a position to win it the last several

years. I'm looking forward to getting there and we have been
working hard to get our short track package better and myself
better on that. I can't wait to get there and hopefully we'll be able
to race for a win at the Gold Cup."

Steve Kinser, the 20-time World of Outlaws champion, leads all
drivers with 12 victories in the Gold Cup Race of Champions
dating back to 1978 at West Capital Raceway. He won the first
Gold Cup at Silver Dollar Speedway after it switched venues the
following season. The native of Bloomington, Indiana has won
the Gold Cup twice in a row on two occasions and also has won it
three times in a row once. In his career at Silver Dollar Speedway
Kinser has a total of 22 wins. 

"It's always a great race and I look forward to going there," noted
Kinser. "The main thing is that no matter what track conditions
you get, you get your car rolling around there as best as you can.
When you get in those kinds of races, qualifying is very
important. That is a hard track to come from the back at. It would
be nice to get qualified well and be in the top three or four rows."

Danny Lasoski, the 2001 World of Outlaws champion, won the
Gold Cup in 2000. He has two career wins at Silver Dollar
Speedway and nearly 30 Top-10 finishes. In his first season
driving for the Parsons Motorsports team this year, he has racked
up five wins and is currently battling Jason Sides for the fifth spot
in the series standings. The native of Dover, Missouri will take
part in the opening night of qualifying on Thursday.

"We're always excited to go to the Gold Cup Race of
Champions," Lasoski said. "We won it a couple of years ago and
are excited to go back. It would be fabulous to win it again. That
would be another notch in our belt and Lonnie Parsons (team
owner) deserves it."

Another former winner of the Gold Cup that is entered in the
event is three-time World of Outlaws champion Sammy Swindell,
who was victorious in the famed race back in 1981.

Winners; Kinser is a 12-time champion of this fall classic

Friday; Sides finishes in second despite seven cylinders

Joey Saldana celebrates his win Friday night  - Steve Lamothe photo


